
COAL North
Saturday, March 3, 2018

Bethany Baptist Church
275 West Market Street

Newark, NJ 07103

COAL South
Saturday, March 10, 2018

Columbus Baptist Church
24260 W Main Street
Columbus, NJ  08022

Rev. Dr. Marie Clare P. Onwubuariri 
serves as Regional Executive Minister of 
the American Baptist Churches of 
Wisconsin. As a minster Marie strives to 
embody an approach which integrates cultural self-
knowing, interpersonal and organizational practices 
which ensures equity for all people, and a deep trust in 
the work of the Triune God. She holds a BS in 
Business Management from Binghamton University 
(NY), and both a Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry from ABSW (Berkeley, CA). Marie is co-editor 
and chapter contributor of Trouble the Water: A 
Christian Resource for the Work of Racial Justice 
(Nurturing Faith, 2017). Her balancing grace is each 
opportunity she can take to share her gifts as poet, 
photography, and pianist with others. Rev. Marie’s 
home is in Brookfield, Wisconsin where she lives with 
husband Franklin, and children Anaya and Sol.

The Rev. Ray Schellinger began serving 
as IM global consultant for Immigrants 
and Refugees on July 1, 2017. In this 
role, he networks with both IM colleagues 
and international partners who work with refugees and 
displaced peoples. Schellinger works to construct 
bridges between IM’s global partners and American 
Baptist Churches in both the U.S. and Puerto Rico, 
providing opportunities to serve some of the most 
vulnerable people in the world. He also hosts several 
cross-cultural volunteer teams each year, where 
participants learn about the struggles of migrants, the 
realities of global immigration and border policies. Ray 
and his wife, Adalia Gutiérrez Lee, were commissioned 
in 1994 to serve as missionaries in Nicaragua. The 
couple currently resides in Pennsylvania, where 
Gutiérrez Lee serves as IM area director for 
Iberoamerica and the Caribbean.

REV. DR. MARIE ONWUBUARIRI
Executive Minister,
American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin

REV. RAY SCHELLINGER
International Ministries

Racial justice is multifaceted topic which 
carries deep sensitivities and implications, 
but also endless opportunit ies for 
engagement. Our pastor’s track will begin 
with a foundational belief that the active concern for the 
equitable worth and well-being of all of God’s people, 
regardless of racial or ethnic identity, is inherent in our 
call to follow Jesus Christ. From this foundation, 
participants will spend time considering two particular 
components of Christian engagement in the work of 
racial justice – the importance of the discipline of self-
awareness, and the variety of approaches based on 
one’s gifts, concerns, and context. Participants will also 
receive tools which may be helpful as they incorporate 
their learning in their leadership practices.

RACIAL JUSTICE, WHAT’S 
YOUR ROLE?
Rev. Dr. Marie Onwubuariri

PASTOR’S TRACKKEYNOTE SPEAKERS

During our time together we will review the 
biblical mandate to welcome and serve the 
stranger, the foreigner and the dispossessed. 
Participants will also learn about innovative ways of 
responding to this biblical mandate.  How is God calling 
us to collaborate and respond in light of our current 
climate? We will also look at how others from various US 
and international contexts are also responding to
this call.

THE CHURCH, WELCOMING
THE STRANGER
Rev. Ray Schellinger

PASTOR’S TRACK
EARLY BIRD DEADLINE FEBRUARY 16

ONLY $40!

8:30 AM – 1:00 PM

REGISTER TODAY!

ABCNJ.NET/COAL2018/

ABCNJ.NET/COAL2018/



TRANSPARENCY IN
CHURCH FINANCES
Mr. Michael Jackson

Everyone says a church’s finances 
should be transparent, but how do you 
m a k e i t s o ? I n t h i s w o r k s h o p 
participants will be invited to a dialogue in the 
importance of transparency in church finances. In our 
dialogue we will discover new ideas which will make 
our current process and practices even better.
About the Presenter
Michael has spent 28 years in Finance and has held 
a series 7 and 63 FINRA license. He is a lifelong 
member of Scotch Plains Baptist Church, where Rev. 
Chaz Hutchison is Senior Pastor, and has served 
there both as Treasurer and Finance Chairperson.

He has also served as Treasurer of the North 
Plainfield Education Foundation and Co-President of 
the North Plainfield High School PTO.

STRENGTHENING YOUR 
FINANCIAL FUTURE
Mrs.Linda Cassel & Mrs. Magda Amargos

Many of our churches and ministries are 
aware of the need to strengthen their future 
ministry and mission. Part 1 will focus on 
developing an ongoing planned giving program. In Part 
2 participants will be introduced to American Baptist 
Foundation investment and Endowment Services. 
Participants will also look at how strengthening your 
financial future strategy encourages your gifts to grow 
by telling your ministry story and inspiring others to give.
About the Presenters
Linda Cassel serves as the Director of Development for 
the American Baptist Foundation. She has over 20 
years experience in financial planning and investments.
Magda graduated with a Finance Degree from the New 
Jersey City University. She was a member of the Board 
of the American Baptist Churches, USA and 
represented them in the Finance Committee of National 
Ministries and Rainbow Acres.

CAMP LEBANON & 
VOLUNTEER COUNSELING
Mr. Don “Smitty” & Rev. Chaz Hutchison

PUBLIC EXPRESSION
OF FAITH
Rev. Brent Miller

ABCNJ’s Public Mission Committee 
exists to help our churches network with 
resources in their communities and serve 
as a clearing house for our public 
expression of faith. During this workshop three areas 
of justice will be highlighted: adoption, domestic 
violence and human trafficking.  Participants will also 
have an opportunity to engage in dialogue on how to 
respond in tangible, costly, courageous and 
compassionate ways to be people of faith who seek 
justice for the weak, vulnerable and marginalized.

About the Presenter
Brent Miller is lead Pastor at First Baptist Church of 
Collingswood and the author of Grace at the 
Threshold, and Royal Mistakes. He and his wife 
Megen are the proud parents of two adopted children, 
Kaeleigh and Caleb.  Brent is the current chair of the 
ABCNJ Public Mission Committee.

SECURITY STRATEGIES FOR 
HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Lieutenant John J. Paige

In this workshop participants will learn 
how to establish appropriate security 
strategies for their house of worship. 
Participants will also engage in dialogue with various 
members of the community in an effort to learn how 
to implement these strategies.
About the Presenter
From July 2006, John Paige has been a Lieutenant, 
for New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and 
Preparedness (OHSP). His primary assignment is 
Community Outreach with all religious groups in New 
Jersey. The assignment requires coverage of the 21 
New Jersey Counties and the addressing of all 
community outreach matters.  He has assisted in the 
creation of OHSP Faith Based Security Strategy and 
has made presentations regarding it. He has assisted 
in the creation of OHSP Interfaith Advisory Council.

MOVING FROM CRISIS TO 
COMMUNITY
Rev. Joe Gratzel

In the wake of a teen suicide contagion, 
Superstorm Sandy, and an opioid 
epidemic, Churches in the Manasquan 
area worked closely with government, 
schools, and NGO's to develop a fast, thorough and 
effective response to crisis. Emerging from this work 
Rev. Joe Gratzel and his colleague, Denise Wegeman, 
MSW, have developed a model which allows churches 
to take the lead in helping their communities move from 
crisis to competency.
About the Presenter
Rev. Joe Gratzel is the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Manasquan and a Community Consultant for 
the Mental Health Association of Monmouth County.  He 
is married to ABCNJ’s Disaster Response Coordinator, 
Denise Gratzel.  Joe and Denise live in Manasquan and 
have 7 children and the world’s handsomest grandson.

Are Today's Children and Youth 
(Tomorrow's Adults) important to you?
Is a Child's spiritual lifetime worth a week 
of your summer?
Would you like to learn how to share your faith with 
young people?
If you answered "YES" to any of these questions then 
you need to check out this "COAL-LAB-oration!”

You will learn more about the Ministry of Camp 
Lebanon, like the "Who, What, When, Where, Why 
and How" of Christian Camping here in New Jersey.

About the Presenters
With over 50 Years of combined experience at Camp 
Lebanon, Director of Camping Don "Smitty" Smith 
and Rev. Chaz Hutchison will share Techniques, 
Insights, Memories, and More.


